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"Sic 'Im! Sic 'Imr otvritkt. it(. i Robertk Tki Pn. t. It) By Minor(Tkt New York fatot World I ., iTKnKBTcMruTlHE RED MIST RED REEFJTA Exploit of mn Adventurer Who IIBVMarried mi Then Ml tn Low 0 m HOWARD FIT2ALAN
IT RANDALL PARRISH take It easy the blame thing moot go partly aside, driving arr nmf

off. I reckon aa how we all haven't Into tks fallows face, mmd iwfnvtaA
JsA)"' got nutbln' ter fight ovar, har we? fingers Into his osarse hair.PWHiM. 114. k A. C. Urdu ft Co.) That will hold you, Colonel, all but How tbe Ham Hill did yar git yere?" But I could not breathe; ha was
SWOWIS OF PRBCHH.VO

your mouth, and I hope you nave "Now wait." I broke tn coldly, de-
termined

choking ths life out of ma; svsry-- tCHAFTCas. enough sense left to guard tbat your-
self.

to have a atralrht under thing grew red I aaw ths glrtlnit. towis (iir.lnu srrsttat, It mW mTmW m0m9Lmmm 'm mBtLmmmmW Va(U standing. "I don't know whatTT VWMnn Ji'tn oa Kiln ttstr Kaymond," and my glance w 1 you frightened face through a rod iaas,
swept the walls of the room hastily. mWm Pn QbIIVa I IwH MaflKa.JvSalnlr aWW I are trying to pretend, but there Is no which turned black almost at tks
"T regret troubllbg yon eo much; It Is friendship between us. You stand instant. I waa Mind, and

nit.
klajor HarwooS and. tn rwt it. like adding Insult to injury but Just where you era I am not sure blindly. Than suddenly they

would you reach ms those overalls whether you know me or not; but I I caught a quick, reviving
i MN, ket ba dH sot now know you, Ned Cowan I know what another.la h la t Ptd.nl uBllotm tad hanging on. the hook behind rout Kvery nerve la me throbbed;did at Hotyou and howHpringato ker it Uawt rharl. Bit Thank you; now turn tbat chair, as yon I could see again, hear. feel.

the back will be tbla way, and sit took me along so as to make others That was Noreen's face I tooksfl "
Ska (knni tad UMWuvioV Now down.'' believe I was guilty"

'twas Into ay. and the girl was actually '
"Hhucka lad;life tor la draS. NM QnrMi mi ln I thrust Raymond Into the chair no more than dragging the fellow off too ! I took,fairto Vmi and ttina a fight."awrrv

nmm to (At houN
-- !. ih

lth
!

hit and bound him with cord I took from "It waa cold-blood- murder. another breath, a long one, moving
'Jill lo ltd"P Korttn. toil mli a drawer. Cowan!" I exclaimed so thst the Inert body rolled over on ,

I t n.mialB DrSVhar u,l ,. n.u lust at that Instant the latch of the "the culmination of feud."
Indignantly, Its side; thsn I rose up, supporting .4mm tea tatwavmj. aatarrtaea 'saa and local up Tkte

Wjatt
ha "irand door rattled aa though a band with-

out "Huh! who told ysr that?" myself on one arm, and stared about,
less tna outlaw. Wytlt coafaaata gripped it. 1 had barely time In I stepped salde. but still held him

sobbing la the first effort to regain
Noma tmm Iw, ht which to back the control.&Tt leap against wall,Utta canturrd bt I'nlnn under ths mutsle of my revolver.

latttoMtd In btint call la bidden from view, when the door The change In posture brought the What had happened? How had I
K too, pnat hb trial at a opr. opened Inward. All I saw waa tba 'man face to face with Noreen; I aaw been saved? I was too stnei cog- -' '

to trapt kr tnwwat tip taroncti fused to think, to I had tslglimpse of a man's hand and sleeve. Mm lean forward and goae at her; reason. r
The fellow must have perceived notta-In- g then recoil, aa though he viewed a within an ace of death, and realised ,

to alarm htm, for he merely held ghost. Bhe never moved, never spoke. soms miracle alone had saved me. I
u VHArTEK All. the door ajar, trembled so with weakness thst I

tCwaUauwil f "A lady to see the Colonel," he an-
nounced,

"tjood Ixrd!" he muttered. "Is aank helplessly bank to the floor, arrwood'sbriefly. "Just miss." that Hat girl?" eyes closing. Then ber hands touchedstep In,The One Path of Eteape. 1 aaw Noreen advance two steps, "Yes; now you know how I know, me; I felt my head lifted lata her
POUND the Iron sheathing and then atop motionless, with and that there Is nothing but war lap, her fingers stroked my face andbetween The lady Is wife."ua. my pressed beck hair.cry of surprise. The sen-

try
my Again Idifficult to penetrate, aad Ills face was ashen gray, his thincould not have heard the slight forced my eyes open and lookkjd atIt must have required fif-

teen
Hps set In a straight, hard line. her. -- ,exclamation, for he closed tha door,

or twenty minutes the latch cllaklag sharply. Her eyes "Your wife! and you In that Yankee "Noreen I" the name choked In my
to break the edge loose opened wide, staring first at the uniform! Who are you? Why, you throat, yet must have been uttered.

Colonel, then at Raymond, so startled are a blame liar! Tou told me you "Yes; tt la all right now Cowanto Insert the point of my at the discovery of their predicament waa a Coofed, sergeant of artillery, Is dead."
wedge. At last I ripped tha sheath as to be duzed. 1 took a step for-

ward,
and your wife! Why, man, the "Deadl Tou you killed b Isar .

ing, free. and for the first time she be-ca- Major never even knew yer!" "No; it must have been your shot.
'

1 knelt down and stared breathlessly aware of another person In the "He failed to recognise me," I ad-
mitted.

I had no ohanoe; you you two
room. "But I'll tell you who I am fought like mad man then then heInto tha yawning cavity, and thrust "Tou!" she exclaimed, aa though and how I oame here. I am Thomas just let go of you and fell bask. Imy head into tha opening seeking for not yet half convinced of tha truth. Wyatt. the son of Judge Wyatt, who was afraid to coma I thought at flnst

soma gleam of light above. Then I "You here and free! What what used to hold court In liawisburg. Tou he had killed you."
began to-- climb. have you done to these ment" ought to remember him, for you were "My ahot! why tha revolver fast:'

1 laughed lightly, so relieved by her before him twtoe you snd your son wsnt off," I muttered, scarcely com-
prehendingAt'tba level of tba Brat story I reception aa to feel a new man. Anse; and I am, as I told you before, "See! tha bullet burned

ama trpon a projection of rock, pos-
sibly

"Merely turned the tables; this a sergeant of artillery In ths Confed-
erate

me acroaa the chest, and tbors Is '
alz or eight Inches wide, on time luck was on my side." eanrlce." blood there. And you any It stfuek

Which Ifound secure foothold, and "You have not hurt themt" Ther yer aayl" him? Lord! I never know. Hal? me
was tbus able to regain breath and "The fellow Is u spy," "Why I am here la no business of to alt up, Noreen."
Strength for a renewal of tba struggle. said Raymond, hoarsely. yours," I went on coldly. "But I am With the aid of her arms I fownd
I was crouched opposite the old time "Yet I must chooss between two the ottlcer who escaped yonr gang In support against the table, ay senses

replace, and the band, playing nole-U- duties," she replied. the mountains three nlghta ago; and coming bsck with change of posture,
was within a very few feet of "Two duties?" I am tbs officer who waa at tba Har-woo- d tha air Inhaled by my lungs bringing

Wiser 1 Md. "Yes two; my loyalty to tha house when Anse, and his pre-
cious

a corresponding strength. I could
Herwever, not a gleam of light was Union, or to my husband." crew of cutthroats, broke In." speak without pain, and nry breath-

ingvisible, and It was soms time before "Your husband! lo you mean to "Tha foliar who did up Parson grew more natural. Tha blue
L loeated the opening which bad been say you are married to this fellow?" Nichols?" coat I wore showed clearly tha mark

fwVfor a stovepipe. Even then I "I not only mean to say It," she "Yes." of tbe bullet, and blood discolored the
I no pipe, but. aa I extended said calmly, "but I have the proof "An' ysr say ysr married tar ths burned cloth. I ran my hand within,

arm, a linger burst through the with me. I tell you the fact merely girl? Who ever married ysr?" touching the flash.
to Justify my action, for I intend to "Nichols did. He never told you "A mere scratch," i said tightly,

entrance, and a alow of radianca save him If I can. that part of the story, I reckon? Ha "requh-ln- g a little water. Don't ery.
tlMtl.A.1 K . I.ln .1, I . "There la only one way possible for thought It might prejudloe Anas Noreen; there la no harm dona; Pll
Aasalled by a temptation to view you. to pass out of this building and Tn'' ' 'T against him. Well, this Is the way be all right In a minute. Are you '

Cbe scene. I found foothold a little through the camp safc'.y. There are i -
It was, Cowan. The lady realized sure Cowan Is dead?"

klghar up. and, cimging to the edge guards everywhere, and the orders that her choice lay between mysslf "Tee: he-- he hasn't moved sines:
of tna hole, brought my eyes to the are very strict; but I think we can and Anse, and must have considered but-- but I didn't klU MoT
level with the rent In the paper. Tba go together. 1 know the counter-

sign
me the lesser of two evils." "Of course not, and I'm glad I did.

Capt. Pox Is officer of married That la part of my trads. and I'll notthe en' Nicholsday, "An' Pop yer,door was crowded, the men almoat belt on, and musket in band aa "I refusal I do not understand yond when Noreen halted ma with a here alone." ' lose any sleep It. Ah! Tand trusted me with It. If If while while Anse was a breakln' In?" over can gotWithout exception lu Federal uniform. had
you though on duty, yet If be waa a guard what I could refuse. All that remains low cry of warning. I laughed, yet the expression of up slone, and tbe first Ionly uniform! Where wasn't thingthea Is rather romantic, amI rewUmed my climb, coming out at one woreT"

posted there, why did he fall to chal-
lenge?

Is for you to go to your room." "There Is a man over yonder," ahe her face proved tho truth of her "Kxactly to do Is to bar that door."
go-

ing 3leaf la the fireplace of the court room you It is my thought the man had "But If I do not go there? If I If I said In a breathless whisper. "Ay, words, and I helped her down. It?"
attic. I waa In rags and black with "My trip through the chimney left left bis post and was looting tbe ride away with you!" more see! They come toward us." "All right," 1 assented cheerfully. He burst Into a harsh laugh, not al-

togethersoot. I made my way to the Sheriff's tbat in rags," I answered, Impressed cellar; perhaps was drunk, and mis-
took

"But, Noreen, that would not be I was not sure I saw, yet I backed "There Is probably nothing more pleasant. CHAPTER XVI.room, below. by her earnestness, and getting my me for an officer who had dis-
covered

right; It would expose you to ter-
rible

tbs horses Into a thicket, and atood at dangerous ahead of us than a de-
serted

"Romantic ball! But It wus som'
On oe In the Sheriff's room, some wits together. him. I recall pausing aa In-

stant,
danger. Think of the days and their beads, gripping their nostrils. cabin, but we'll take the ven-

ture
Joke on Anse. Why he's out huntln" We Understand Each Other.racoBectlon of Its form and furnish-

ing
She glanced about the walls of the and staring down the dark nights of travel, of hiding and ex-

posure,
Noreen slipped from her saddle, and together. Here, let me take ths after her now"

recurred to mind; my memory, room, a frown between her eyes. steps, but I saw nothing, and passed before I can hope to attain Joined me, peering out through the reins." He stopped, cursing fiercely to him-- . WAN lay at full length, ons
served by tha. dim reflection of a "Then we must forage from the on. I could not have taken two steps, the safety of tha Confederate lines; Interlaced branches. Over her I led the animals far enough bark if: but I saw (It to follow the lead arm thrown serosa his eyas.'
etmsftra wlthnttt whUh pniUj .k enemy," with a-- little nervous laugh. when Noreen gave utterance to a and there la no need of such a sacri-

fice
shoulder I glimpsed a section of ths to be well out of sight from the road, given. It was hard for me to con-

ceiveJects faintly visible. 1 could distin-
guish

"You would never pass the sentry In sharp cry, and, Instinctively, I sprang you will be perfectly safe here." open field, and saw tho dim, indistinct hitching them securely behind a "Ho that Is what he la up to? Ha
the desk and a few rounded-bac- k the corridor wearing that suit. You swiftly aside, flinging up an arm to "How will I be safe here?" she shadow advancing. They were men thicket of undergrowth. Hhe fol-

lowed
and his outfit passed ua Just this aids that ths man waa

wooden chairs pushed against Will have to take the Lieutenant's protect my bead. asked Indignantly. "Do you suppose on foot, walking so closely bunched mv closely, grasping her skirt of Benton's ford. And they wars actually dead, and I boat
the wall. There was a door to the coat and cap. De quick about It The blow struck and glanced off, they will spare ms merely because I as to make It Impossible to distin-

guish with one band, ami, without retracing bou'id for Twislturg, you say?" over him, tnuohlng bis flesh with my
left, standing ajar, leading Into a and and you need not be particularly terribly bruising arm and shoulder, am a woman?" their number. The leader, a our steps. 1 pushed deeper through "Thnr or Uinrabouts." Ths ball hadfingers to assure myself.Washroom, and I ventured within, gentle on my account." the force of It flinging me to the "But do you realize what going yard or two In advance, apparently the brush ami attslned the path, "Hut, man, there were enly thirty-fiv- e

feeling about to assure myself if "Nor on my om-- eitfcer Pox In-

formed
ground. I staggered to my knees, with me will Inevitably mean?" knew the way well, and the others which followed eloSSlV the curvature men I counted, and there are (OS penetrated his abdomen, snd now tho

there bad been any water left. I mc of what be told you." jerking a revolver from the belt, my "Yes, I realise not only the peril pressed on after him across the open of the stream. Hy this time It was Ysnks In the town." fellow ever fought so fiercely after
found a bucket nearly full, and two I was not lone about the Job, nor brain dazed, and one hand numb and and hardship, but every issue in-

volved.
rround almoat on a dog trot. They llglit enough so we could see clearly. His eyes shifted their gate from ths receiving that death wound I oandid Ruymond make any resistance to I made my choice back In vanished toward the river. face of the girl to mine.bars of soap, and unable to resist the useless. Before I could turn entirely Tho passage wits overgrown with They were

luxury I stripped off my ragged uni-
form

the exchange forced upon him. Noreen about, or perceive anything, there the court house. It Is too late to with-
draw."

"They have all gone," I said reas-
suringly. grass and gave no evidence of having nurrow cat eyes, cruel and cunning. never understand. I think tbat tn his

coat and began vigorous scrub-Ma- g. and 1 tiptoed out of the room. The sounded a mulTled oath and a crash; been lately travailed There were "I reckon I ain't seen oP Ilarwood's mad ferocity bo was soareely aware
sentry in the hall had Ms back to us. then I had a glimpse of the girl alone Hhe paussd as though unable to "Yes, I know," her words a whisper. hoofmnrks, but they were old. We gal afore In maybe five ykar," he tbat he was hurt his one overmas-

teringThere waa a coat and hat hanging I knocked him senseless, bound him leaning above tbe open cellar-wa- y. I find expression, breathing heavily, "Do you know who they are?" must have advanced a hundred yards ssid slowly., "but she hss sure growed desire being to kill me..
the books, neither article of the and dragged him back Into the room. managed to gain my feet, and get and bar face aank until 1 could no "Only to make a guess. They were when 1 line upon an axe with a up fine. Anse took after marry in' her

Ighsst respectability I Judged from Then Noreen and I continued our close enough to touch her dress. longer see her eyea shadows rather than men but they broken handle, and nearby marks on furst Jlst ter spltn Hsrwood. but sines 1 turned him partly over, and draw's"
feeling them, but more to my purpose progress. I asked her for the counter-

sign. "What la It? What has happened?" "When when I told Col. Piokney were not soldiers." the bank showing where a man had he seed her a while back he's sorter out from the inside pocket of his .

than the rags I bad cast aside, and 1 "Ob!" she started, and looked at me. that that you were my husband," "That was Cowun's gang," she said knelt on his knees to drink. The path took a notion that he want's her his-sel- f. blouse a handful of papers concealed
donned the two gladly, rinding them "Kanawah," she answered. scarce able to speak. "You are not she faltered, driven to it by my con-

tinued
positively. "It was Anse In the lead." turned sharply to the right here, and I reckon I don't blame him. there. One was a buff packet, wblcb'"I and her the "How In Heaven's Thet'shesitated, eyes fell, name do you why ho wouldn't wait, but setkilled, as we mounted to the slightly higherfit. notevcn silence, "I it isbad Imdly hurt?" spoke hastily,long lashes shading them completely. know thnt?" I asked astounded, "Can out. ternlght. No. I don't reckon, had been roughly torn open, hatdoor Into ground we DOUld see the cabinthe leading forlistened at "A hard crack only; I cannot move true, my only thought Just then"And you?" I asked, disappointed. you see In the dark?" little knoll, young fellar, It's no particular risk. which bore no Inscription; tha otherstheperched on a against

' . i . At ., , i. "Do you mean to let me go out my arm. It was your ory which was the necessity for saving your "I recognized him out yonder In the hill behind. Yer a sojer an' don't Jest understand .f
re was no ioc on iot uwr, uu alone?" suved my head. Wuo struck tbe life. I felt that that I could do no open. I knew his hat, and tba way black how we fight out yere In the mount-

ings.
ordinary appearing letters alitresssl

nail ailantl v to the nreasure of my blow? I saw nothing." less, and anfl I desired to Justify to Cowan. Thahe We Utter I"Would you think It best for us to walked. Their leader was Anse Jest strike qi lrk. an' then barely
A flood of llgbt swept into my "A soldier; he action. They they had to know CHAPTER XV.aland. go together?" cume up out of my Cowan." git away. "Tuln't so muoh of a trick glanced at, assuring myself bhoy con-

tainedand I stood blinking blindly, ton here," her voice trembling. "I do why I did it; do you not understand? Anse Isyea. not a playing"It seems to me the guard would "What can those fellows bs after at over at Lewle-bur- g.

aurprlsed and startled to draw be far less apt to feel suspicion If I think he saw me at all. He he Just I I am a Union woman; they have the picket guard below?" The Fight in the Cabin. Hure thar's 600 Yanks thar;
nothing of special intsrest.

back. There were two men was accompanied by a lady whom seemed to leap forward out of tha trusted me always, These men; even y. moved onward, cautiously, tin' If thar wus 6.000 It wouldn't make but examined tha coMtenta of tks huffwould not needt the room, ona bending over a deak, tboy bad already passed; they would dark, and struck one blow with his ht they told me the countersign "They so many no greiU difference the v . y the guard packet with cars, convinced that Shismen for that, would they?" hesitat-
ingly,

and entered the cabin. Itha other sitting leaning back against recognize you." musket see, it lies here." because of confidence In my loyalty. Is st. I. Tho whol' blame caboodle Is waa the one taken fromthe wall directly facing me. The lat-

ter
The lashes uplifted again, and bar "He dropped It, and ran?" I I was the daughter of an officer "Perhaps they are seeking me." stared about the ons room, ramped in the court house vard. an'

Major Bar-- r
was Lieut. Raymond. eyes dashed Into mine. Hhe hid her face In her hands, and on Oen. Ramsay's staff. I could not "You! Do you Imagine they would which contained a rough the only picket la at the main ford o

wood tbe nlgbt of the murder. ;

"Then I will go also," she said I could feel the trembling of her let those men think me a traitor. I I dare Invade the very Federal camp table, two or three stools, the Ureen Briar. Yer never saw Tbe packet contained several ofdetolV'
CHAPTER XIII. simply. body. had to tell them why It had become for such a purpose?" snd a bunk In tbe further corner. A did yer, glttln' out yere?" papers, emanating from Oen, awaa

"You are my guide I "No! I I do not know how It hap-
pened.

my duty to aid you. There was no "They have done things fully as "No," I admitted, realizing his Inti-
mate say's headquarters. Two of thsmI Make Two Prisoner. whispered softly. "Have you some I 1 caught hold of him sud-

denly
othsr possible way; no other reason desperate." she Insisted. "If some bottle and two tin plates stood on knowledge. "The camp Is poorly related to

.
'plan already devised? There must from behind Just as he struok. which would Justify me in such an spy has brought word of tbs situation tbe table, and the end of a ragged protected." army operations In western

SAW him stars with open
be Instant action." That that must have frightened him, act; but but that confession left me there would not be any great danger. quilt dangled from the edge of the "I reckon it Is, and Anas knows Virginia and tha present dlstributUm

mouth as though at a "Hardly that; this has all occurred for for he reeled back, missed his utterly in your power." There are no guards about the hotel, bunk nearly to the floor. Opposite that Just as well as you do. An' ha of troops, requesting ths dsspssak V jD ghost. There was a startled so quickly, go unexpectedly, I have footing, and went down. He he Just "In my power, Noreen! Surely you and they could raid It swiftly and knows Hid gal yere had a room at anoiner regiment of Infantry to
look in his face, but no not had 'time In which to think. Only swore once, and I saw his face; then do not think that I will aver take ad-

vantage?
get away without alarming the scn-trle- a me was an open fire-plac- an Iron the:- - hotel. Thar is where lie went, free the country fromwe we cannot lose a moment. Those his gun struck ugalnst me, and and that I will aver miscon-

strue
at the court house. There is kettle sitting in the ashes, while a alrnln' fer ter raid the shebang Just

guerrillas.
recognition. The same swift glimpse men will surely be found soon, and he went crunching ngalnst something your real purpose?" still time before daybreak." short-barrelle- d rifle stood upright In afore daylight." He laughed again, There was also a personal letter from
had revealed to me a discarded belt and the dance must be nearly over. down there. He he hasn't moved "I hope your theory Is true," I On mirthlessly. "Anse will be some mad Ramsay to giving In-

timate"No! but will live to the a corner. one of the stools lay a more
mm the end of the desk in which glit-

tered
I Hit' i it best to go straight ahead, and since." you up said, "for it will leave us an open when lie finds out what lias hap-

pened.
details, andobligation'.' Oh, you do not seo the broad-brlmii- if d hat, and a pair of a general reviewroad. luck"Twaschance?" I we did notthe pearl handle of a revolver. run the wulted an instant listening, con-

scious I
meet I reckon he'll 'bout cut yer of the situation, but the principalsituation at all! When said"Past the guard yonder?" the you the fellows below." ragged corduroy pants pa-perof, pain In and hung on a heart out."my arm, waa a carefullyWith one ate forward I had the not afraid of were my husband I threw myself on I led tbe horses Into the and prepared Hat offearful"Yes; I am greatly more that the noise of the en-

counter
open, wooden peg beside the door. The "He wil have to Irregulars operating throughoutweapon In my possession and sprang him! We have the word, and Capt. had reached the ears of the your protection. I I burned the helped her up Into the saddle. Her get me first." ths

hetween both men and the door. Fox nnd I were together when I guard at the gate than of the silent boats. I am all alone now, unless hand as I touched It, was cold and latter was unbarred, the heavy slab
bout

"Oh, don't yer ever worry none better
mountain

known
country, wltb names or tbe.

I passed here before. He will remem-
ber

form below. Then I crept down tbe unless you stand by ms. My father wet. of wood leuning against tint log wall. diet, young foliar. Anse will leaders, the estimated
"Mat a single move, gentlemen!"

me, and have no suspicion. Only steps, until I touched the stone slabs Is dead: there Is not one person any-
where

"You are frightened." I whispered, There was un opening above leading sure git yer; he knows every bridle strength
In

of each separata gang, ths
mmnitrt crisply, yet not ventur-
ing

to whom I can If I re-

main
path 'cross these mountings, an' J region which they hid, and ths sQsthere may be officers slttlnir on tho at tbe bottom of the cellar. go. "but the danger Is psst." Into the attie, but no ladder.to speak loud, for fear of a guard veranda of 'hS hotel." "The fellow here I shall be placed under "Oh, I know; but I cannot tell you wouldn't give a continental for do they espoused. If any.

Is dead," I said softly. "Wo'll flml u bite to eat, and a chance you've This had evidently beeneutgtde. "Lieutenant, place your gun We passed the next sentry In safety "We have no cause to fear him." arrest before daylight charged with how I dread that man. Kven ns a place for you to lie down." 1 told Hn's a tiger
got fsr to git away. prepared by some staff officer,

carefully

an the desk!" and were on our way across the "But I did not kill him! Why, I aiding your swaps; perhaps charged child I feared hlm, and his father --

and
Noreen, and closed the door behind an' besides tha

cat
blame
on a trail, Anse Is Major Hurwood himself.

un-
doubtedly 2a.and I fool tbewith the death or this soldier wantsuare. and now-- " she shiveredglanced aside at the face so, could not; he he Just stepped back, as us. gal. Ho ain't the letter referred to him aa having "My eyes and fell." have no friends, no defense. Tom, I though from t hill. no Cowan If he lets you"Ah," I aaitl, "tho fellow's cup-boa- beat been detailed to such duty, andf tba other, who was looking up, must go on with you!" "You safe of his him outer her." waaCHAPTER XIV. are enough out full"There is no reason why you should must be over yonder, I nope He gluneed and complete. I found thereincaroely comprehending even yet worry about that." I urged, taking "Do not say any more, Noreen," I clutches at last. They are afoot, and lie keeps It well stocked." shoulder

quickly across my this mentiou of the Cowana:
what bad occurred, and recognized A Step Nearer. her hands from before her face, and said soberly, but making no attempt can never overtake us. Don't loss 1 stepped acroNs in front of ber, she moved;

toward the door. Perhaps "Pather and two sons; probablyperhaps
CsL Plckuey. So I had blindly stables?" I asked. "What clasping them In mine. "His death to touch her. "1 understand now. your nerve, Noreen." with BO oilier thought than that of but I thought

It
I

was all Imagi-
nation, control fifty or more men, with head-quartersheardYou mean you wish to rldo with I mounted my own horse, nnd we a noise,strayed into headquarters! horses are there?" was un accident, although his attack exploring tho larder, Whan she gave and wheeled near Union, In Oreen Briar

Tew that spy: gevapea me was murderous enough, and he de-
served

me?" rode out boldly across the open Held vent to a startled cry, and I stopped for an Instant
partly around, my eyes Mountains; raid Indiscriminately"Officers' mounts; but there "Tea." to the pike. deserting old Cowan's have attackedhis suddenly, about our forageTntt! and tin- Mrutenant took, it fate." sweeping my eyes to trains; re-

fuseface. Itwere several others tied at "Was was he a soldier?" "It will be a hard Journey, and I I know not how long we rode, or learn lint cause of alarm. The bunk's wus his only chance, and he to co operate. an(J continue- - tO

the bitch rail un hour ago. "Yes, an Infantry private, I think. cannot guess I lie end. But you trust how far, for mv mind had drifted ragged quill was on the floor, and a took It. I sensed, the spring, even as terrorise large section; raided Lewla-bur-g

Johnny we were going to hang?" Now don't cry. Usten to me, your me fully?" Into a review sjf the night's adven-
tures,

man leaped across the room, and Noreeu's cry of warning broke the before It waa occupied by troops,Two or three civilians rode over "Yes." and plan for the We silence, but not In time to escape the killing several and shops'"Wars going to yes," und 1 smiled nerves are all unstrung; this night's a morrow. grasped the ririo In tbe corner. 1 looting the
"but you are not quite so from lleckley to attend the d. work hus been too much for you too "We are to be friends, real met with no one, heard no noise ex-

cept
saw lite swift movement, realized the grip of the oltl man's Iron fingers. Is considered the most dangerousgrimly,

gooaWore of It now." These will lie easier to get, as tliey much for any girl. And Uod knows, friends?" the steady pounding of our purpose, yet bail scarcely time to Ills body crashed against me with gang nitrating In Oreen Briar and
"How did get here?" you have done enough for me already. "I trust you; Is not tnut enough? horses' hoofs. We climbed a long draw a revolver from tho belt, beforo such force that I staggered and fell; Monroe t'ountles; reports of atroci-

ties"We will
you
discuss that when we

are not guarded." Where are you slopping here at tbs All I ask now Is, do not leave mo hill, our horses slowing to the ascent, he had hand on the weapon, and one hand closed like a vise on my received almost dally, many too
time. Lieutenant Ray-

mond,

"They will be all equipped?" hotel?" here alone." and by the time wn attained ths sum-
mit

whirled savagely about, facing us. throat, the other gripped the stock bldrous to repeat."have mors
I will trouble you to step "Yea -- they were simply ridden In, "Y yes." "Burely; we will go together," and ths gray light rsvealed our faces. for the instant the gloom disfigured of my revolver, crushing my fingers I glured up at Noreen and her eyes

round back of the desk no, tho and tied. I was sitting on the porch "Then slip Inside while there la I gripped her hands tightly In mine. I looked across at her, ami her eyea his fuce all I knew was that he was lifeless. I struck against the edge of met mine Inquiringly.
way: x aovise you not to ne no one banging around; and get safely "Whatever happens I will do my best. uplifted suddenly to mine, smiled. a big fellow, with ragged, untrliiimed the table, struggling vainly to keep "Is tbla your father's handwriting V

el Colonel Plckney, sit up In
here with Captain Pox, and do not to your own room. There la nothing But we munt go at once." "You are worn out," I said. hair, and a straggly beaptl. I step-

ped
my feet. It went over with a crash, I asked, holding the paper toward her.

chair, and put your hands be- - remember seeing one unsaddled." mora you can do. I will take one of "Yes, and and thank you." "I I am tired," she confessed. "I forward, and ffung up my arm. bearing us both along, old Ned atop, "Yes. What la It? Important?"
I took a step or two forward, cir-

cling
those horses yonder, and be off, and We crept forward along the shadow I have been two days nnd nights with-

out
"Drop It!" I said shortly. "Lift that clutching fiercely to keep his hold. "Not very complimentary to Cowan

1 know tho country well enough to of the orchard fence, until we min-
gled

sleep. If I could rest for an gun, and you're dead!" Ills eyea blazing madly down into here. A report to Oen. Halleck. atthe house, so as to better ap-

proach
find with the horses fastened at the mine. Washington, of conditions,. my way. Once In the mountains hour" At first 1 thought him crazy enough In Western

hair
n a ww m

T
' ' - - the animals along the shadow I ahull be safe.. You will do as I hitching rsil. There were seven al-

together "Tou shall all day long. We will to take the chance of mv fire; then As we struck I wrenched my hand Virginia I wonder how tha old vil-
lain

TfOW
trigger

RBymond, take that belt and of an orchard fence.. I knew she fol-

lowed
say?" tied there, and I selected find a plate in which to hide down the big fingers relaxod, and the rifle free, and pulled the trigger. The shot ever learned that such a paper

him, I commanded sternly, close at my heels, although I "You mean that that I am to go to among them, as best I could tn the there in the valley." fell clattering to the floor. To my seemed to blaxe across my own was being forwarded?"
to It. and be quick. Remember my room?" she asked slowly. darkness, two that seemed well I pointed a dim trail out to her. and surprise the fellow laughed. breest, burning like tire, and, the next "It la not very likely he did," aha

have a gun In each band. Pass it did not glance around, my whole at-

tention
"Certainly; that will be the safest adapted to our purpose. I helped dismounted, with the purpose of ex-

ploring.
"Well, I'll be cursed!" he chortled, Instant, the man's knee crushed my answered thoughtfully. "It may have

concentrated on the work be-

fore
and best thing for you to do. I can-
not

her silently Into the saddle, thrusting "you here?" wrist to the floor, and the revolver neen mere accident whloh pat the
wrists. Now draw It tight oh! me. I saw nothing to cause tall you bow grateful I am to you; ona of my revolvers Into the empty "Stay here Just a moment until I He threw back his head, and I fell from my benumbed fingers. document in hie bands. Bee, hers Is

nothing I can ever do will tbe holster, and then mounted myself. where the leads," I said, I seemetl a letter that father wrote." and ahathin that? T HMttt it tn Kurt alarm, and heard unuaual repay see path recognized him Jem Taylor, old Neil to recall little of whatno sound. service bave "Whloh had we better go?" I stooped and picked it up from tksrendered wayyou me. Tou holding up my rein. Cowan. I drew a quick breath, followed; only a confused recollectionmyJHQV usoa ijoru. man, inta ia wart I do not know yet where the fellow floor, uttering sn exclamation ofare a wonderfully brave girl." asked, my face close, our horses "I would rather go with you." tee'h clinched, arm steady. This of desperate struggling amid the sar-prls- e.my legsthe bave cause to feelI in ona you camo from, but he must have been "Why, It It la addressed to"Do you think so? Oh, but I am touching. "But the horses." I "and of tbsprotested, encounter was going to prove no boy's overturned table; of oathabe cannot court martial Nadifraid of crouching down within the shadow Cowan at Union! What smMnsltber brave nor wonderful. I have "Along the south road at first; thsrs I will not be long." play But what was the man's blows; of eyes glaring revengefullyof the cellar door, which stood wlda ha have possibly written this. .. scarcely known what I was doing; la a cut-o- ft Just back of the old "It us take them bark Into the game? Did he not know yet who I InUt mine. I could not break his death about?" niUt W0 fVIU MW.UI MH. W II open. What he was, who he waa, I it didn't seem ss If there was any-
thing

school." woods and tie them, and together," what I knew ubout him? gripthe buckle." go wax or Be-
fore

on my throat, nor throw off tha "1st Ishall ma see," and took Itnever know, nor the of from bay
t tested the taut leather with one his attack.

causa else I oeuld do. But I know We rode on for miles, side by sld. she pleaded. "1 do not know why I I could answer, his harsh voice weight of his big body. I did get my hands. "We may fltut haresakttge aa ex-
planation

now; I have no doubt any more At last we came to ford. We I I ofUa a passed am so nervous; am ashamed spoke again. hands free, and one leg curved under of the w hole affair."was a soldier, with cartridgk unless unless you refuse to 1st ma," It and ware mounting tha rise be myself, but I do not want to be Isft "Put down ysr pop-gu- boy, aa' ma. With this as a lever I twisted (Ts Bs CoaUaua4.i J
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